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ST KITTS & NEVIS INTERNATIONAL SHIP REGISTRY 

MARITIME CIRCULAR – MC 10 09 

GUIDANCE ON SURVEY & CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL 

VESSELS – BELOW 24M; BELOW 500GT; NON-PROPELLED VESSELS & OTHER ‘NON-

CONVENTION’ VESSELS 

  

 
The provisions of the Code of Safety for Small Commercial Vessels operating in the Caribbean (SCV Code) and the 

Caribbean Cargo Ship Code (CSS Code) can be used for survey & statutory certification of vessels, to which they apply, 

registered with St. Kitts & Nevis and whilst operating in the Caribbean. 

 

However, where immediately prior to reflagging, a vessel sailing outside of the Caribbean Region that would fall within 

the scope of the above regulations had been operating with certification issued according to another non-convention 

or small vessel code or regulations and the intention is that the vessel will continue to primarily trade outside of the 

Caribbean Region, subject to written agreement from this Administration, if this Administration considers the 

codes/regulations to be equivalent or superior to the above mentioned Caribbean Codes, the Owner may make a 

request to SKANReg to be allowed to continue to used such codes/regulations for survey & statutory certification 

purposes. 

 

Examples of such codes are as follows: 

 

• The International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) Recommendation 99 

• The United Kingdom Code of Practice for the Safety of Small Workboats and Pilot Boats. 

• The United States Coast Guard Code Federal Regulations for small craft. 

• The Safety Regulations for Non-Convention sized ships in Asia. 

• The Safety Regulations for cargo ships not covered by the provisions of IMO Conventions in the Mediterranean 

region. 

• The Regulations for Cargo Ships & Small Passenger not covered by the provisions of IMO Conventions in the Co-

operation Council for Arab States of the Gulf. 

The above list is not an exhaustive list of non-convention/small vessel codes and others may be considered. 

 

The same allowance may be requested by an owner of a ship newbuilding which is to be flagged with SKANReg and 

which had been constructed in accordance with a non-convention or small vessel code or regulations or a recognised 

industry standard for that type of vessel. 

 

In such cases the ‘Certificate of Inspection’ usually issued under the above-mentioned Caribbean Codes should be issued 

with the notation ‘This ship has been inspected and found to comply with the “(name of Code/Regulations being 

applied)” which have been accepted by this Administration for this vessel as being equivalent to applicable National 

Regulations”. See attached example and instructions for completion. This ‘Certificate of Inspection’ will be valid for 5 years 

from date of 1st Inspection, subject to annual survey and endorsement. Recognised Organisations and Surveyors of Ships 

needing certificate templates for their use should apply to this office. 

 

Where such non-Caribbean Codes allow for the issuing of certification other than a ”Certificate of Inspection”, then again 

such certificates should be issued in the format laid-down in the regulations used, but endorsed with the previously 

mentioned notation. For guidance on the certificate template to be used surveyors should apply to this office. 

 

Please be guided accordingly. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liam Ryan 

International Registrar of Shipping and Seamen 

Liam Ryan (Apr 21, 2021 12:58 GMT)
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